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According to a report issued in early July by London- based human rights monitoring organization
Amnesty International, during 1992 over 1,000 people in Colombia were victims of extra-judicial
executions carried out by paramilitary organizations or government security forces. The report
indicated that many of the victims had been tortured before they were killed. According to the
report, many of the victims were kidnapped from urban areas by death squads which say their
actions are necessary to eliminate "socially undesirable" individuals and groups. The report also
indicated that in the approximately 100 cases of extra-judicial executions attributed to members of
government security forces, few investigations, much less arrests, have taken place. Meanwhile,
the presidential human rights advisor, Carlos Vicente de Roux, accused international human rights
organizations and Amnesty International in particular of biased reporting on Colombia. According
to De Roux, such organizations rely too heavily on unofficial sources, many of which promote their
own political agenda. Although he admitted that human rights abuses continue in Colombia, de
Roux emphasized that the government is guided by a "spirit of transparency...with the goal of
fighting against all forms of impunity." (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 07/06/93; Spanish news
service EFE, Notimex, 07/07/93)
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